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IX. A Confirmation of an Account of 
an EJjay towards a Natural Hiftory of 
Carolina and the Bahama I/lands. By 
Mark Catesby, F. R. S. with fome Ex- 
tracts out of the Eighth Set. By 
2)r. Mortimer, Seer. R. S. 

AN Account of the preceeding Set is printed in 
N° 438. of thefe Tranfattions. Our Author 
begins this eighth Set with the forty.firft Plate of 
his Second Volume ; and, as in this Set he treats 
chiefly of Serpents, he hath, by way of Introduc- 
tion, given a fliort Account of the Serpents in gene- 
ral of thefe Countries : He faith, that in Carolina 
he hath feen about 18 Sorts of Serpents, whereof 
only four are of the Viper Kind, the others of the 
Snake Kind. Befides the different Manner in which 
Vipers and Snakes produce their young, he gives 
fome external Marks whereby, at firft Sight, one 
may judge to which of the two Sorts any Serpent 
belongs. Vipers have long hollow Fangs or Tusks, 
with an Opening near the Point through which 
they emit their Venom when they bite -, thefe Fangs 
are articulated to the Jaw, and lie flat when theVi- 
per is not provoked, or hath no Intention to bite ; 
for though his Jaws are full of fmall Teeth, they do 
not feem intended for chewing, but only as fb many 
Beards, like thofe on aFifh-hook or Arrow, to 
prevent their Prey, when any Part of it is in their 
Mouth, from getting back again. Vipers are of an 
ugly terrible Afpecl:, their Heads are broad, and 
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their Cheeks wide, their Necks fmall, but when ir- 
ritated they can fwell them out :, their Bodies are, it* 
proportion, ihorter and thicker, their Scales rough- 
er, and they are flower of Motion. Snakes are of 
a pleafant, harmlefs AfpecT:, their Heads fmall, and 
Necks as thick as theHead, their Bodies long and 
flendcr, their Scales fmooth, and they are nimbler 
of Motion ,- their Jaws are full of fmall Teeth, the 
fame as the Viper's, excepting the Tusks. The 
Tongues of both Sorts are a-iike, being forked, 
which Form is the beft for catching Inie&s, on 
which they both feed as well as on larger Animals. 

Our Author begins hisfirft Plate of this Set, with 
the Figure of the 

41. Viper a caudifona Americana : The Rattle- 
Snake. Our Author faith, that this Species is the 
largefr, and therefore the moft.venemous of any of 
the Viper Kind ; the largefl he ever faw was of 8 Feet, 
and weighed 8 or 9 Pounds. They often come in- 
to Yards, where they put all theDomeftick Ani- 
mals in great Confternation, nay, fometimes, they 
get into the very Houfes, and one was found be- 
tween the Sheets in a Bed loon after the Perlbn had 
j eft it. Nothing hath yet been found as a- certain 
Cure for the Bite of this horrible Creature ; cutting 
out the Flefh were the Wound is, and fearing it, 
{eems to be the fureft Method. He faith, the 
Charming of other Creatures, attributed to this 
Snake, is generally believed in America ; but I mall 
fay nothing more of it here, referring the curious 
Reader to the Account our learned Prefident, Sir 
Hans Shane, hath communicated to this Societjt 
on that Head, in Tranfaflions, N° 433. 

Not 
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Not having before met with fo particular a De- 
fcription of the Rattle, which this Sort of Vipers 
carries at their Tails, 1 fhall tranfcribe his Words. 
" The Rattle is of a brown Colour, compofed of 
" ftveral horney membranous Cells of an undulated 
*' pyramidal Figurc,which are articulated one with- 
*' in the other, fo that the Point of the firfl: Cell 
*' reaches as far as the Bafis, or protuberant Ring 
«* of the third, and fo on -, which Articulation be- 
* ; ing very loofe, gives Liberty to the Parts of the 
" Cells, that are inclofcd within the outward Rings, 
" to flrike againft the Sides of them, and fbto caufc 
" the rattling Noife, which is heard when the 
* Snake ifhakes its Tail. In the Plate is delineated 
" the Se&ion of one of thefe Rattles, and likewife 
" one of them entire wirh 24 Joints; and on the 
" other Side is a large Fang or Tusk." 

42. ViperacaudiJonaAmei-icanaminor: Thefmall 
Rattle-Snake. Our Author is not certain whether 
this be of a different Species from the precceding; 
its Difference of Size and Colour being poffibly 
owing to Difference of Age, and the Change of its 
Exuvia ; for he fays, that he hath often obferved 
that the fame Snake, on changing its Skin, hath been 
of very different Colours from what it was before. 
He thinks it to be a Miflake, that Rattle Snakes 
have as many Joints in their Rattles, as they are 
Years old. To this Serpent are joined the Figures 
of two Plants. 

Frutex, foliis oblongis ferratls altemis ; Aca- 
c'i£ floribus luteis j fritUu brevi, calyculato vi- 
ridi. 
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Acacia, Buxl folils rotundioribns ; floribus al- 
bis - } filiqua lata comprejfa. This Tree affords an 
excellent Wood for Joyners Work. It is, mifta- 
kenly, called Mahogany by the Bahamans ; it is 
next in Beauty to what is here called Madera,v/hich 
is the Mahogany of Jamaica. 

43. Vipera Aquatka : The Water- Viper. Thefe 
Serpents are commonly found hanging on Branches 
of Trees, which lean over Rivers, into which they 
plunge after Fifh, which they catch and carry to 
Shoar. This Sort is commonly called in Carolina* 
the Water Rattle-Snake, not that it hath a Rattle, 
but from the Likenefs of its Colour, and its Bite be- 
ing as mortal. Its Tail terminates in a Hi arp pointed 
Horn, which, by the credulous, is thought like- 
wife to be venomous, and that a Tree wounded 
with it will die ; but this is without Foundation. 

Frutex y foliis ferratis, floribus longioribus Jpi~ 
eat is fubviridibus, capfula peiitagona . 

44. Vipera nigra : The black Viper. 

Arbor foliis pinnatis, fpica gendula fericea, 
Alpin. p. 2. 

45". Viper a fufca : The brown Viper in Virgi- 
nia : In Carolina it is called the Truncheon-Snake. 

^rum maximum Mgyptiacum quod vulgo Co- 
lo cafi a C Bauh. pin. p. 195. Sloane Hift. Jamaic. 
Vol. I. p. 166. Arum JEgyptiacumlc. Column. 
Ecphras. Part II. p. 1. 

Our Author refers his Readers to Sir Hans 
Shane's ample Deicription of this ufeful Plane, in 
his Natural Hi/lory of Jamaica, Vol. I. p. 166. to 
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which he-enlya&ls, that they are very acrimonious 
till boiled 8 or 9 Hours, and then become eatable, and 
tafle much like common 'Potatoes. There is fince 
introduced into Carolina, another Sort which is 
not acrimonious, but may be eat even raw } thefe 
Roots are here the chief Food of the Slaves j they 
come originally from Africa. 

'46. Anguis, Ventre Cuprei coloris : The Cop. 
per-bellied Snake. 

An Ricino'ides JEleagni folio ? The Uathera 
Bark. The Bark of this Tree being burnt, yields a 
fine Perfume ; infufed either in Wine or Water, it 
gives a grateful aromatick Bitter. This is called Cor- 
tex Eleutheria by others •, taking its Name from one 
of the Bahama Iflands, corruptly called llathera 
inftead of Eleutheria, or Liberty -Ijland, from the 
Greek Word g*gt;8sp©*, liber, free. 

47. Anguis gracilis, caruleo-viridis : The blu- 
ifh-green Snake. It is found chiefly on Trees. 

Frutex baccifer, verticillatus ; foliis /cabris, 
latis dentatis, & conjugatis ; baccis purpureis, 
denfi congeflis. 

48. Anguis niger : The black Snake. Thefe 
Snakes are very beneficial in killing Rats, which 
they purfue in all Parts of Buildings. 

Frutex, Rubo fimilis, non fpinofus, capreolatus •, 
fruHu racemofOy caruleo, Mori-formi. 

49. Anguis minor fufcus maculatus : The little 
brown Snake. Thefe Snakes generally live under 
Ground, 

Coralfe- 
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Corallo-dendron humile ; /pica forum longijfi- 
ma, coccinea ; radice crajfjjlma. 

50. Anguis gracilis, fufcus : The Ribbon-Snake. 

Arbor baccifera, Laurifolia, aromatka, frutlu 
'virid't, calyculato, racemofo. Sloane's Hift. Jam. 
Vol. II. p. 87. Cortex Winter anus Offic. Winter's 
Bark. Our Author agrees with Sir Hans Sloane, 
that this is not the true Winter's Bark, altho' it 
hath obtain'd the Name, and is ufcd as fuch. 

5 1 . Anguis gracilis maculatus : The fpotted 
Ribbon-Snake. 

Tfeudo-fantalum, croceum. Sloane'sHx^Jam. 
Vol. IF. p. 184. Brafiletto. This Wood is ufed in 
Dying, but the Demand for it having been great, the 
Bahama Iflands arc almoft clear'd of it. 

Flos TaJJlonis minimus, trilobatus •, florefitbca- 
ruleo. 

52. Anguis annulatus : The Chain-Snake. 
Frutex, Lauri lengiore folio. 

53. Anguis viridis maculatus : The green /potted 
Snake. The Author doubts whether this is not the 
lame with the ipotted Ribbon-Snake, p. 51. 

Apocynum fc an dens ; falicis folio ; fore amplo, 
fleno. 

54. Anguis Flagelli-formis : The Coach-whip 
Snake ; fb called from its being very long and flen- 
dcr like a Coach-whip, The Indians fbolifhly be- 
lieve that one of thel'e Snakes can, with a Jerk of its 
Tail, cut a Man afunder. 

Lychnis 
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Lychnis vifcofa Virginian a ; flore amplo, coci- 
neo ; feu Mufcipula Regia. D. Banifter 
Phytograh. Tab. 103. Fig. 1. 

S $■ Anguis e rubro & albo varius • The Corn- 
Snake This takes its Name from the Refemblance 
of its Colour to that of Maize or Indian Corn. 

Vifcum Caryophylloides ramofum ; floribus mi- 
nimis albis. This is a Bulbous Plant, like a Nar- 
eiffus, and grows fometimes on the bare Rocks in 
the Bahama Iflands •, but being mod commonly a 
Taraflte Plant, the Author hath given it the Name 
of Vifcum. 

56. Anguis capite Viperino : The Hog-Nofe 
Snake. The Author fujpe&s this to be of the Vi- 
per Kind ; altho' in one of them he could find no 
Fangs 

Lilium, five Martagon Canadenfe ; flore luteo, 
punclato. Acad. Reg. Tarif The Martagon. The 
Plate exhibits the Flowers of two Sorts ; thelargeft 
of which is growing in Mr. Collinfon's Garden. 

57. Yingui&viridis ; The green Snake. 
Caffena vera Floridanorum ;- Arbufcula bacci- 

fera Alaterni facie, foliis a It em at im fit is \ Tetra- 
pyrene. Pluk, MantuT. The Caffena. This is the 
Plant of which the Indians make a beloved De- 
co&ion, which they drink in great Quantities, even 
till it becomes Emetick. They have an annual 
Cuftom of drinking it in the Spring with great Ce- 
remony, from the King down to the lowefl: Sub- 
jecT, and even Children ; at which time they burn 
all the old Furnitureof their Houfes. They fay it 
reftores \ott. Appetite, ftrengthens the Stomach, 
and gives them Agility and Courage in War, &c. 
3 ' In 
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la North-Carolina and Virginia it is called r Tafon, 
and is ufed by the Englijb > and our. Author thinks 
it the fame Plantas the Paraguay Tea, which comes 
from Buenos Ayres. 

58. Anguis kcaruleo & albo varius,. The 
TVampam Snake ; fo called from the Refemblance 
it hath in its Colours to the W amp am, or Indian 
Money, made of Pieces of Shells blue and white, 
ftrung together. 

Lilhim Carolinianum 4 pre croceo, punctata, 
fetalis longioribus, & anguftioribus ; The red 
Lilly. 

59. Caciliamaculata : The Glals-Snake. 
Chryfanthemum Americanum, f Doronici folio, 

jtorefloris Mali Per fie a colore 5 umbonemagno pro- 
minent e ex atro purpureo, viridi S> Aurofulgente : 
This Plant hath flower'd in England. 

60. Anguis niger, maculis rubris & luteis ele- 
ganter varius : The Bead-Snake. They are com- 
monly found under Ground. 

Convolvulus -.radice tuberofa,efculenta. Sloane's 
Hift. Jamaic. Vol. I. p. i^o. The Virginian 
'Potato. The Roots of thefe Plants are the prin- 
cipal Subfiftance of the greater Part of Africa, and 
the fouthern Parts of Afia, as well as moft of the 
People, both black and white, in the Colonies in 
America, The Author enumerates five Kinds : 
the common Potato, the Bermudas, the Brim/lone, 
the Carrot, and Claret Potatoes, each of which 
he gives Defcriptions of. 

FINIS. 
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